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"Jesus is the Good Pastor" 

John 10:11-18 

11 May Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

God speaks the truth. We hear His Word. Too often we think it is only a figure of speech. For 

example, Jesus says, "I am the Door" (John 10:9). But we reason, "Is Jesus really a door? Surely this 

is a metaphor; at most a simile ... Jesus is like a door." The truth is, Jesus is not "a door," but rather 

Jesus is The One True Door - the Door Who gives every other door its meaning. We get hung up and 

in a jamb because we try to picture Jesus in terms of the other doors. It should be the other way 

around. This is no figure of speech. Jesus is the Door ... the Door from this fallen world that opens 

into Paradise. Every other door you can think of falls short of the Door. Christ the Door gives 

meaning to all other doors. If this seems confusing, it's because it's hard for us to think like that ... to 

turn it around. 

 

The same may be confessed concerning what the Lord declares to us through the Apostle John in the 

Gospel Reading for this day. Jesus speaks the truth. We hear His Word and think it's only a figure of 

speech. Jesus says, "I am the Good Shepherd." But we think, "Is Jesus really a shepherd walking 

around with a staff in His hand and guiding sheep? Surely this is a metaphor; at most a simile ... 

Jesus is like a good shepherd. This is not a figure of speech. The truth is, Jesus is not "a shepherd," 

but rather Jesus is The Good Shepherd - the Shepherd Who gives every other shepherd his meaning. 

The Good Shepherd leads His own from through this fallen world and into Paradise. 

 

If that is a focus difficult to maintain, we have some help. Consider the Latin and the Spanish word 

for "shepherd." Listen carefully and you'll hear the word. In Latin, John 10:11a is "Ego sum pastor 

bonus"; in Spanish it is "Yo soy el buen pastor." Did you hear the word "pastor"? Now listen to the 

Gospel Reading once more, this time bearing in mind the truth that ... 

 

... "Jesus is the Good Pastor." 

 

"I am the Good Pastor. The Good Pastor lays down His Life for the sheep. He who is a hireling and 

not a pastor, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for the 

sheep. I am the Good Pastor; I know My own and My own know Me and, as the Father knows Me 

and I know the Father; and I lay down My Life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, that are not of 

this Fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed My Voice. So there shall be one Flock, one 

Shepherd. For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My Life, that I may take it again. 

No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it again; this charge I have received from my Father." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 
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The Good Pastor and His tiny congregation of two were together in Paradise. He was perfectly 

present with Adam and Eve; they were in complete communion with their Creator - with the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Ghost. The Sacredness of Jehovah is known by man. Holiness evokes joy. 

The LORD God walked in the Garden of Eden in the cool of the day. 

 

The first one which descended from heaven now speaks. Its word is one of doubt, "Did God say?" 

(Genesis 3:1). These diabolical words, spawned from the vile heart of unbelief and conceived in the 

putrid craw of a fallen angel, are from the Tempter's mouth. "Did God say?" spews forth to work the 

downfall of man. This is Lucifer, "the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan" 

(Revelation 20:2). This is the wolf attacking the Church. 

 

The congregation listens. Eve obeys the strange voice. Adam sins. Mankind falls. The symphony of 

Paradise gives way to the cacophony of hell. The consequences follow. Death where life was. The 

dust of decay exhales the breath of the Spirit. Still there is hope as the LORD speaks the Promise of 

our Redeemer. With that Word of Good News the Church is now hidden in the world. The Good 

Pastor leads His congregation forward to Paradise, now going the way of the cross. The Ancient 

Christ is in the midst of His people as the Old Church continues the Exodus from the land of 

bondage to the promised land. 

 

The wolf is coming and the Good Pastor takes on the old evil foe in the wilderness. Jesus defeats 

Satan in the desert during the forty days of temptation. The Son of God speaks to His Church - "I am 

the Good Pastor; I know My own and My own know Me and, as the Father knows Me and I know 

the Father; and I lay down My Life for the sheep." From the wilderness Jesus moves in the direction 

of the cross where He will lay down His Life. No one will take it from Him. This is the Sacrifice that 

is offered up to the Father - the Blood of God is shed on the cross to pay for the sins of the world. 

The Good Pastor leads, teaches, redeems, speaks well of and defends His Church to the death. 

Though He dies yet does He live. The Good Pastor will not be held by the tomb or the stone door. 

He says to those who follow Him, "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My Life, 

that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have power 

to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; this charge I have received from my Father." 

 

The Good Pastor gives His Word and all nations enter His congregation, doing so one by one as the 

faithful tell others who the Good Pastor is, what He has done and what the Holy Trinity is doing. As 

a result, an infant receives Christ in Holy Baptism and enters the One Church in the Name of the 

Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. An adult hears the Voice of the Good Pastor and the 

Word of His Good News of all sins atoned for on the cross when Christ died and that person trusts in 

such Word of God. A widow stands at the graveside of her faithful husband and has but one 

consolation - the Resurrection of the Good Pastor and the truth that the Risen Redeemer calls His 

own and no one shall take them out of His hand. 

 

The congregation is fed on the Absolution wherein the announcement of the forgiveness of sins is 

declared and is sustained in the Sacrament of the Altar where the Good Pastor serves Himself; that 

is, His Body and Blood given and shed for the remission of sins. The Church hears the good Word; 

that is, the Bene-Diction that the Good Pastor seeks to have spoken over the faithful. Thus the 

faithful congregate in the Presence of the LORD God and abide in His pure Word and Sacrament 

here until the Church is ushered into eternity there - wherein and whenin the on-going Feast simply 

continues forever. 
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Between now and then keep your ear on a couple of men. These two men are both in the one 

congregation, though one of them is wheat and the other is a weed. They will tell you that they love 

the Lord and that they love the congregation, although one is truly concerned about the souls of the 

people and the other is certainly occupied with himself. Both men operate under the title of "pastor" 

though one of them is a true shepherd, that is, a servant of the Word and the other is a hireling, that 

is, a servant of the world. 

 

The hireling will keep the Word of truth from you. He will substitute "manageable law" in the place 

of the true Law that always accuses the old sinful nature in each of us. He will then, if at all, 

proclaim a message of "conditional gospel" wherein you must do something to be assured of your 

forgiveness. He will lead you away from the church's hymning of justification by grace through faith 

in Christ ... that is, he will direct you away from the historic liturgy of the Church. The hireling will 

speak "peace, peace when there is no peace" (Jeremiah 6:14) and continue the chanting of "Let 

charity prevail, let charity prevail," which is nothing other than an ungodly plea to forget the 

doctrine of the LORD God and tolerate and crawl into bed with other religions and gods and isms. 

The hireling will rail against the purity of doctrine and speak out against "incessant internal 

purification" using the press, the secular world and public relations in raising funds for himself and 

promoting himself before the masses of mankind. 

 

The world without and the world within the Church will affirm the hireling. As the Apostle Paul 

wrote to Pastor Timothy of days "when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 

ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings" (2 Timothy 4:3). As this 

continues within a religious body - be that a congregation, a district or a synod - then the lie of man 

will become institutionalized. Woe when that happens. 

 

For you see, when the liars have infected those assembled and the wolf comes, the hireling who has 

already left the Lord now flees with fame and fortune. The people are abandoned to the idol-gods 

they have been introduced to by the hireling and which have been accommodated in services and 

invoked in prayers. The people are scattered to the false gods they have tolerated and accumulated 

for themselves ... to Baal, to the god of Islam, to the spirits of the New Age, to the god of Judaism, to 

Vishnu, to Buddha, to the sons of Sodom and the girls of Gomorrah, to the love-god, indeed, to the 

hireling himself. 

 

Jesus declare it: "I am the Good Pastor. The Good Pastor lays down His Life for the sheep. He who 

is a hireling and not a pastor, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hireling and 

cares nothing for the sheep. I am the Good Pastor; I know My own and My own know Me and, as 

the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My Life for the sheep."  

 

As for that other man, the one who is not a hireling, he is an under-shepherd or under-pastor. Every 

other pastor you can think of falls short of the Good Pastor. Christ gives meaning to all other pastors. 

The under-shepherd, even at his best is surely a wretched sinner and a poor copy of the Good Pastor. 

His desire is to proclaim the Word in its truth and purity, and to administer the Sacraments as 

instituted by the Christ. Not much is said of the under-pastor in the Gospel Reading for today 

because it's about Jesus, the One Pastor and His Church, the One Flock. 

 

Therefore, the other man points the people to the LORD God - to the Father Who, in His mercy and 



43010011 John 10 11-18 Jesus is the Good Pastor (MLM) – page 4 

www.scholia.net 

grace, gave His Son to be the Redeemer of the world - to the Son Who, in His mercy and grace, gave 

His Life, dying for the sins of the world and rising again from the dead - to the Holy Spirit Who gave 

His Word in order that you and all others might hear that you are forgiven of all your sins in the 

Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

"Now may the God of peace Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Pastor of 

the sheep, by the Blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His 

will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for 

ever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13:20-21). 


